
Backcountry Mapping with Caltopo.com



Step #1 is always logging in:

Sign up (if you have never used 
the site) or log-in to your account 
(use your existing Google, Apple, 

Facebook, Microsoft, or Yahoo 
account)



Creating a new map:

Objects you 
create show up in 

“Map Objects” 
menu

Use search bar:

 Customize  
Map Layers

Map layers 
(NEW!)Import gpx

Add objects 
(or right-click)



Creating a new map:

Some layers and 
tools are only 

available to paid 
subscribers



Creating a new map:

Live Demo
Go to Caltopo’s Help page for a replacement of the live demo 
during the presentation: 
https://training.caltopo.com/all_users/getting-started/first-map
Working with existing lines (editing, viewing properties): 
https://training.caltopo.com/all_users/objects/existing-lines



Accessing your maps:

This is how you 
access your saved 

maps



Accessing your maps:

“Secret” vs. 
“Shared” maps

Search your maps

Edit map name 
and properties

Add folders to 
help with 

organization
Maps that have been 

shared with you or 
you’ve bookmarked 

have this bookmark icon



Case Study: Races



Case Study: Races
CalTopo map for Broken Arrow 23k / 52k:

Bookmarking the map will 
make it show up in “Your 
Data” (on phone app too!)

Export gpx



Case Study: Races
Example: Broken Arrow 23k / 52k

Export markers and 
shapes to gpx file



Case Study: Races

Import pgx into 
Garmin Connect or 

similar

1.

2.

3.



Case Study: Races
Example: TRT 100k is the same!



Creating a map from gpx track
Case Study: Races

● Import race course using gpx file downloaded from race 
website (see this page for help: 
https://training.caltopo.com/all_users/import-export/import)

● Course profile to see hills, total elevation gain/loss, create aid 
station markers (when aid station locations are only provided 
relative to mileage from start)

● Duplicate and trim to create pacer route
● Satellite imagery, 3D imagery, import into Google earth, or 

use google street view to preview course 
● Cell coverage 
● Export gpx with (aid station) markers for import into Garmin 

watch etc.

Live Demo



Bonus features!
Snow coverage, smoke analysis, and more using 
“Live Imagery” Layers
● “Sentinel Weekly” has highest resolution, 

updated about every 3 days
● “GOES Live” is updated about every 10 minutes, 

but lower resolution



Snow coverage 
in Truckee and 
on the crest

Toggle between 
imagery date easily 



Snow coverage 
PCT to Mt Judah

Turn on “map builder 
overlay” to see trails



Bonus features!
Forecasts (based upon NOAA) 
● Point forecasts
● Mapped forecasts in 

“Conditions” layers 
○ wind : “Wind Plot” layer
○ Precip: “Cumulative 

Forecast” layer



Wind plot

Legend:



Precip plot:

Legend:

Choose:
● Temp
● Precip
● Snow
● Wind 



I could go on and on…

QUESTIONS?


